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NOTICE 

The attention of all active members is especially directed to the 
minutes of the Executive Committee printed in this number. Some 
questions of great importance for the whole organization have 
come to a preliminary decision. If these problems are to be 
decided wisely and effectively light must be thrown on all the 
various aspects they assume in different chapters and under dif- 
ferent circumstances. That such aspects may become known to 
all chapters and members it is essential that the discussion be 
general and full. Members are urged to contribute material for 
publication in the Quarterly or for presentation without publica- 
tion to the Executive Committee. 



THE EDUCATION OF OUR MEMBERSHIP 

One of the most serious problems that confronts our organization 
is the education of its full membership with regard to the ideals for 
which we are striving and the methods that ought to be employed to 
advance the aims of Sigma Xi. It is not enough that there should be 
in the society a little nucleus of ardent and enthusiastic research men 
who use the organization to impress upon the minds of the beginners 
that by the difficult and stony paths of research the worker advances 
to higher levels in his search after the truth which brings to the 
world greater comfort, prosperity, and happiness. 

It is not at all strange that one often meets evidences of ignorance 
displayed in various fashion by those who wear the emblem of the 
organization. In fact, the record of our procedure, when carefully 
examined, demonstrates that little else could be expected. At the 
last meeting of the year a group of newly elected members is ushered 
into the presence of the local chapter and initiated into the organi- 
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zation. For seventy-five, if not ninety, per cent of these persons that 
is their only individual contact with the organization. They go 
through the formalities of the occasion, impressed most prominently 
by the honor which has been bestowed upon them. They hear the 
speech of the president exhorting them to tread the paths of research 
and then leave to take up duties in diverse fields few of which have 
any contact with an active chapter. It is little wonder, then, that 
they are governed largely by undergraduate opinions concerning the 
organization, its purpose, efficiency, and influence. 

Even though we are wont to ask ourselves more frequently in 
what regard is Sigma Xi held by the leaders in research, is it not 
appropriate, rather, to inquire what is the general student opinion of 
the organization; for if this society is to be a power that shall stimu- 
late investigation it must in some fashion mold undergraduate opinion 
in a way to impress upon it the research function for which first and 
last Sigma Xi should stand. In many cases one can predict with 
reasonable clearness what will be the real opinion of the average 
college student. The chapter holds a few meetings mostly if not 
always private ; whether they be scientific or social, they do not touch 
the student body and often are not even noted in the student paper. 
More than once a graduate has said to me, "I never knew of the 
existence of such an organization before I graduated." 

The war has furnished a rich opportunity for Sigma Xi to assume 
that position which naturally belongs to it and in which it can exercise 
a normal and powerful influence in the formation of college opinion. 
This opportunity is to be found, I believe, in the interpretation of 
scientific inventions and discoveries as applied to the prosecution of 
the war. Is there not here a chance for individual chapters to gain 
readily a wider influence in the undergraduate body, and is not the 
interpretation of research quite as likely to stimulate its pursuit by 
the man who is looking ahead uncertain of what future he will 
seek, and hence quite as important, as the encouragement of research 
among the few individuals who in one way or another have withstood 
the pressure to divert their energies into other channels and have 
started upon graduate study? One may readily ask if the future of 
such a movement might not be even greater than the election of a 
few undergraduate members to a body of which they are afterwards 
little more cognizant in detail than they were before the honor was 
thrust upon them. Certainly it is the duty of each chapter to con- 
sider carefully and definitely the question of the extension of its 
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influence and of a knowledge of its aims and their significance to the 
world, among the undergraduates in its own institution and in the 
colleges tributary to it where Sigma Xi does not exist. The war has 
done much to emphasize the need and the power of research; it 
remains for Sigma Xi to show the student in the formative period 
of life what an opportunity is offered to Companions in Zealous 
Research. 



ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP EMBLEMS 

Very favorable comments have come in from several chapters on 
the new associate membership pins. The design was worked out, 
as members will recall, under the direction of past president Charles 
S. Howe and recommended to the Pittsburgh convention by a com- 
mittee that had been given the duty of investigating the matter. It 
is believed also that the business method of handling the pins will 
commend itself to all on trial. It keeps the emblem absolutely within 
the Society, holds its type uniform indefinitely and assures the pur- 
chase by those entitled to it at a price lower than could be attained 
on any other basis. Any suggestions on the handling of the matter 
which will add to the convenience of chapter secretaries and fall 
within the instructions of the general convention will be welcomed 
by the secretary to whose office has been assigned the duty of dis- 
tributing the pins. Order blanks have been prepared in accordance 
with the instructions of the Executive Committee and sent to the 
Recording Secretary of each chapter, as he seems to be the officer 
most prominently concerned. 



